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Looking Back

DAVID FRE E D B ERG P H OTO

Liberty Hall, Machiasport’s 135-year-old historic town hall and community center, was built overlooking the site of the first American sea
victory of the Revolutionary War, which resulted in the capture of the HMS Margaretta in a triumphant victory that became known as
“the Lexington of the seas.”The building is on the National Register of Historic Places and on Maine Preservation’s List of Most Endan-
gered Historic Properties. The hall is now undergoing a $1.1-million restoration. The effort also has been awarded a $350,000 Community
Development Block Grant from the Maine Department of Community and Economic Development. Photographs of the restoration ef-
fort can be seen on the Liberty Hall Web site, www.libertyhallmaine.org. Contributions for the restoration of Liberty Hall can be sent to:
Friends of Liberty Hall, P.O. Box 22, Machiasport, ME 04655. Requests for a publication describing the history of Liberty Hall and plans
for its restoration may be sent to the same address, or obtained by calling the Machiasport town offices at 255-4516.

In July of 1789, the citizens of Paris,
France, rose up in armed rebellion against a
government and privileged class that had
squandered the nation’s wealth and resources.
The French Revolution began with the storm-
ing of the Bastille Prison, and the Revolution
would soon turn into a bloody affair with rich
and poor alike losing their heads by execution
with the guillotine.

Many French citizens fled France, seeking
asylum wherever they could find it, all in an ef-
fort to keep their heads attached to their shoul-
ders. Many came to America, and some be-
came entangled in a number of nefarious
schemes that were little more than organized
fraud. Gen. Henry Knox and William Duer
were among many prominent Americans in-
volved in the fraud known as the Scioto Co.,

a great land speculation that attempted to
sell real estate in the Ohio Country that be-
longed to the Shawnee and
other Native American tribes.
Knox at least had a conscience,
and when French investors
lost their shirts in the specula-
tion, he attempted to compen-
sate their loss by offering land
in Hancock County.

With the assistance of Maj. Henry Jack-
son, land was offered first on Hog Bay, and
later in Trenton in 1791, with the purpose of
creating a French colony in Downeast
Maine. One of the principal French investors
was Madame Rosalie Baeler De Laval, a re-
markable woman of breeding and consider-
able business talent, who purchased land in

Trenton and named it Fontain La Val. Other
investors were John Baptist De La Roche,

Andre LeMoyne and two men
who would remain within the
community, Louis Des Isle and
Louis De Laittre, whose de-
scendants are still numbered in
Lamoine and Ellsworth.

For a variety of reasons, the
French colony failed, and Madam Rosalie
would neither gain clear title to much of her
property in Hancock County, nor would she
settle down to become the head of a prosper-
ous French farming community. The acid
granite soils of Hancock County would have
a persistent way in destroying the dreams of
so many who sought to create a life in this
place, and these dreams live on in the names
that survive to this day.

East Trenton separated itself from Tren-
ton on Feb. 11, 1870, and was incorporated
as the town of Lamoine, in honor of Andre
LeMoyne, one of the principal investors in
the proposed French colony, to be estab-
lished at Trenton. LeMoyne was living at
Boston in the 1820s when he sold much of
his own real estate to those then living in
Trenton. The heart of the proposed French
colony was located at what is now in Lamoine,
and it is only fitting that this community bears
the memory of a dream that never became a
reality.

— Mark E. Honey

Lamoine

The Great Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus is
coming to Ellsworth, Friday, July 10, at High Street
show grounds for performances at 2 and 8 p.m.,
sponsored by the Ellsworth Lions Club. Doors to
the menageries will open at 1 and 7
p.m.

Two hundred wild animals and a
herd of 15 elephants are promised. Big
Otto, one of the largest hippopotamus
in captivity, weighing
three tons, will be seen
in the menagerie.

• • •
Perlin’s Clothing

Store has been reorga-
nized as a corporation
as of July 1, 1959, it
was announced today
by Marcia Perlin, for-
merly sole owner of
the business. Major
stockholders in the
new corporation are
Mrs. Perlin, who will
continue to hold a
controlling interest,
and Henry W. Smith of
16 McKenzie Avenue.

The business was
first started in 1921
and moved to its pre-
sent location, at 86
Main St., in the spring
of 1943, until June
1955, the store was
owned and operated by Isaac Perlin, now deceased.

Mr. Smith, who is known to all his customers and

friends simply as Henry, became identified with the
store when he was first employed as a clerk in 1928.
His promotion to store manager came in 1942 at
which time Frederick T. Grindle, popularly known as

“Freddy,” became a full-time employee.
• • •

Andrew Luchini celebrated his
eleventh birthday on June 30 with a
bowling party at Hillside Lanes. Guests

in c luded : G a rdn e r
C r a b t r e e , Tomm y
Wilbur, Dickie Davis,
Tommy Jordan, Eddie
Povich, Eddie Open-
shaw, Louis and Gina
Luchini.

• • •
Sullivan: The ma-

jorettes from Sumner
High School led the
Washington  County
Delegation at the An-
nual American Legion
Convention Parade held
in Bangor, Sunday, June
28.

They preceded the
Cherryfield School Band
in the line of march. The
band and majorettes
were directed by Charles
Wakefield, music super-
visor of School Union 96
and 99.

Majorettes taking part were: Sally Mc-
Nutt, Darleen Perry, Larlyne Haas, Cheryl Potter,
and Bernice Billings.

Television viewers had a chance to see Herb
Mitchell, formerly of Ellsworth, on Monday evening.
Mitchell played a brainwashed CIA agent in the series
called “Scarecrow and Mrs. King,” starring Bruce
Boxleitner and Kate Jackson.

• • •
Alice J. Tilden received the 1984

Woman of the Year award from the
Ellsworth Business and Professional
Women’s Club Friday evening. The award
recognizes career achievement, commu-
nity service, character, and career assistance to other
women and youth. Tilden, former teacher and restau-
rant and motel operator, has been owner and manager
of Alice’s Fashions Inc since 1960.

• • •
George “Del” Luce of Ellsworth, an avid golfer for

many years, had a hole-in-one at the Bar Harbor Golf
Course Sunday, June 24.

• • •
The Ellsworth Planning Board during this month’s

regular meeting Thursday heard one request for a new
structure to be located on the Bangor Road.

The request came from Dana Kinney of Ellsworth
who wishes to build a one-story wood frame building
to be used as an automotive body repair and paint
shop. The 24-by-32-foot building would be located in
an R-2 zone, Tax map 4 – Lot 63A.

The planning board briefly reviewed a memo from
the Hancock County Planning Commission which of-
fered the commission’s assistance in the review of the
drafts of the wetlands map. A law passed in 1983 di-

rected the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to prepare maps of
non-coastal wetlands, 10 acres or larger,
not currently regulated by state law. These
maps will be for public review and correc-
tion before they are submitted to the state
legislature.

A draft of proposed change concerning shore-
land zoning designed to bring Ellsworth zoning
in line with the state shoreline zoning regulations
was tabled until the board hears from the State
Planning Office.

Present at the June meeting were Board Chairman,
Arthur “Cappy” Holt, Daniel Force, Gary Hunt, and al-
ternate board member, Maynard Nash and the board
advisor, attorney Bernard Staples.

• • •
Otis: The Baptist Church received a scraping and

brushing by members of the Columbia Street Baptist
Church in Bangor who traveled to Otis to lend a hand.
Begun in 1919 by 17 women from the Sunshine Circle
in the Otis/Mariaville area, the church building was
completed in 1925 and has been a summer church
since that time.

A party of Ellsworth men left this city last night
for Wyoming where they are to work for the Am-
bursen Hydraulic Construction Co., the concern
which built the big concrete dam in this city for the
Bar Harbor & Union River Power Co.
Those in the party were A.L. Witham,
Charles E. McCarthy, F.E. Moon, E.C.
Clement, Lewis Morrison, Lawrence Sin-
clair and C.M. Brooks. The construction
company, after it finishes the work it is
now on at Shoshone, has another contract in Denver,
Colo., and still another in Texas, and the men who
have just left expect to be gone from three to five
years.

• • •
The auction sale of E.H. Greely’s horses at Maple-

wood park, Bangor, resulted in the change of owner-
ship of twenty-six fine bred Maine horses Wednesday
afternoon. The twenty-six horses sold for $6,410, or
an average price of $246.50. John R. Graham, presi-
dent of the Bangor Railway & Electric Co., paid the
highest price in any horse sold when he bought Bin-
gen’s First, a bay mare with a mark of 2.19 ¼, for
$510.

• • •
Capt. Edwin L Haskell and wife and Miss Eliza-

beth Dow came from Deer Isle to Ellsworth Saturday
in Capt. Haskell’s new cruising launch Uncas. They
remained over Sunday as guests of B.T. Sowle and

wife, and went to Bar Harbor Monday of this week on
the launch, accompanied by Mr. Sowle, wife and son,
Wesley. Capt. Haskell is spending a few days in the
vicinity, cruising and enjoying his launch, which he

constructed during the past winter. It is a
fine boat, well fitted for cruising.

• • •
The State road work on High street,

uncompleted last year owning to lack of
funds, is now being finished. Crushed rock

is being laid on a long stretch of road, reaching from
the railroad crossing nearly to the Card’s brook bridge.
It is a great improvement, and will be one of the best
pieces of road in the city, where formerly it was one of
the worst. As soon as this work is completed, Street
Commissioner Marden will start his crew on this year’s
State road work at Ellsworth Falls.

• • •
The gang at Whitcomb, Haynes & Co’s mill is shut

down on account of the breaking of a shaft, which
will take some time to repair.

• • •
North Penobscot: The marriage of William Ed-

ward Wescott, one of Blue Hill’s promising young
farmers, and Miss Nora Bernice Staples, one of North
Penobscot’s smart and popular young ladies, took
place June 21. The congratulations of many friends
are extended, with the wish for many years of domes-
tic felicity.
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From  The Ellsworth American.

Dishwater Available
in Black or White

FF EE AA TT UU RR EE SS ::
•UltraQuiet™ Sound

Insulation Package
•High-Temperature Wash

Option
•3 Wash Levels
•Stainless Steel Food Disposer
•Rinse Aid Dispenser:

Adjustable with Indicator
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We have appliances to fit
your home and lifestyle!

Rte. 3, Bar Harbor Road, Ellsworth
Open Mon.–Sat. • 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • 667-4629
Our service department is open 6 days a week

Model #FDB520RHB

ON SALE NOW
$279

Free Delivery!

Financing Available
(for qualified buyers)

BrownAppliance & Mattress

Solutions for Real Life

We Make Your
Life Easier

What’s in
a Name

Water views and picnic tables are 
some of the delights of the 55-acre 
Lamoine State Park.

C URTIS M C KIN N EY P H OTO


